City of Worcester Cultural Festival Grant Program Guidelines
About
Greater Worcester Community Foundation has partnered with The City of Worcester to offer this grant program through remaining ARPA funds. Cultural Festivals play a powerful role in creating community cohesion and celebrating the rich diversity of the City of Worcester. Recent festival grants have added great value to these efforts, which is why we are pleased to make these grants available for 2026.
Areas of Support- This grant program has been established to support costs associated with hosting a cultural festival in the City of Worcester. 
· We define a festival as a(n):
· public cultural gathering that brings Worcester’s diverse communities together to celebrate creativity, heritage and shared experiences. 
· Reflection of the goals of Worcester’s Cultural Plan by activating public spaces, supporting local artists and cultural practitioners, fostering cross-cultural connection, and enhancing the city’s cultural vibrancy. 
· Space to feature arts, performance, food, storytelling, or other forms of cultural expression. 
·  Inclusive, accessible opportunity for residents and visitors to engage with Worcester’s cultural life. 
· Free and open-to-the-public event happening in various outdoor public spaces.
Eligibility, Scope & Requirements
· 501c(3) organizations or fiscally sponsored groups/programs 
· Organizations/Groups must be based in the City of Worcester AND have been operating in the community since at least 2020.
· Hosting your festival in the City of Worcester
· Requests should be for eligible expenses related to implementing the event including City of Worcester permits/licenses, as well as costs incurred with private vendors related to event setup and implementation. 
· Grants up to $10,000.
· Grant will be dispersed once festival is booked and confirmed.
· Festival must occur by the end of calendar year 2026.
How to Apply
· Deadline is February 27th, 2026 at 11:59PM
· All applications must be submitted through our online portal: https://www.grantinterface.com/Home/Logon?urlkey=greaterworcester
· If you have any technical questions or difficulties, please email grants@greaterworcester.org
