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Christyne and David Davidian established this scholarship in 

2017 to honor their sister, Melanie (1959-2009), and celebrate 

her vibrant and generous spirit. It is awarded to students from 

South High Community School with average grades and 

passionate involvement in a variety of extracurriculars, such 

as sports, music, student government or theater. 

Melanie Davidian was born and raised in Worcester, one of 

four children. When she was two, her mother died, and she 

grew up amid family instability and poverty. Although she 

endured verbal and physical abuse, she rose above those 

challenges with an intrinsic zest for life. 

Melanie worked hard, persisted at her education, and enjoyed many activities. She sang in the 

choir of the Armenian Apostolic Holy Trinity Church in Worcester and was involved in the local 

chapter of the Armenian Youth Federation (which included competing in the AYF’s annual track 

and field Olympics). At South High Community School, Melanie participated in so many activities 

that she was known as “Mighty Mel.” She played field hockey and basketball (captaining both 

sports); she made the all-city Field Hockey team in her sophomore year and was named MVP as a 

senior. She served on the Student Council, Principal’s Advisory Council, Board of Education’s 

Regional Student Advisory Council, and was the senior class President. She sang in the Girls’ 

Chorus, the Central District Choir and the All-State Choir. 

Melanie earned a B.A. in Sociology from Boston University in 1981, followed by a Masters of Social 

Work from Simmons College in 1991. She moved to Burlington, VT and established her career 

working with high-risk children through nonprofit service programs. She later became a substance 

abuse clinician for adults.   

An accomplished vocalist, guitarist and percussionist, Melanie was a member of the Burlington 

Choral Society and a Brazilian drummer for two groups: Sambatucada! of Burlington and Batucada 

Belles of Boston. For nine years, Melanie was the Burlington Parks and Recreation Commissioner. 

She played basketball and softball for local leagues, was a guest commentator for a TV sports 

show, and was a broadcaster for the Women’s Basketball League. With her high visibility and 

endless energy, she continued to be fondly known as “Mighty Mel.” 

Melanie passed away from pancreatic cancer at the age of 49, leaving behind her partner, Elaine 

Soto; her family; and a large community of friends, colleagues, sports teammates and musicians. 

This scholarship is a loving tribute to her success in overcoming adversity and to her boundless 

generosity in giving back to others. 


