
For more information, please contact: 
Greater Worcester Community Foundation 

370 Main Street, Suite 650  Worcester, MA 01608 
508-755-0980  scholar@greaterworcester.org 

Joseph D. Early Scholarship 

Greater Worcester Community Foundation 
 

Joseph D. Early Jr. and his family established this scholarship in 2006 

to honor their father’s public service career and his dedication to the 

City of Worcester. It is awarded to graduating seniors from 

Worcester public high schools who have strong academic records 

and need financial assistance to help pay for college. Preference is 

given to students who will pursue public service. 

Joseph D. Early (1933-2012) was born and raised in Worcester. He 

attended St. John’s High School and earned a basketball scholarship 

to the College of the Holy Cross. He and Tommy Heinsohn, who later 

became a star on the Boston Celtics, co-captained the Crusaders’ basketball team in 1954 when 

they won the national championship.  

After six years in the Navy, Early became a teacher and basketball coach for David Prouty High 

School and his alma mater, St. John’s. In 1962, Early began his political career by running for a seat 

in the state legislature. He served in the Massachusetts House of Representatives for 11 years 

(1963-1974), then served in the U.S. Congress for 18 years (1975-1993) as a Representative of 

Massachusetts’ 3rd District. Medical research and facilities were among his priority issues, 

including support for UMass Medical School and Biotech Park and funding for the study of breast 

cancer, AIDS, cystic fibrosis, and juvenile diabetes. 

Early fought hard for his causes and did not seek the limelight. He was known for doing his 

homework and delivering to the people of central Massachusetts. Early passed away in 2012. This 

scholarship is a tribute to his leadership and his decades of service to the people of our region. His 

spirit lives on in this enduring legacy, helping students pursue their dreams of higher education 

and meaningful careers in civic leadership. 

 

 


