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Judge and Mrs. William Garbose Scholarship 

Greater Worcester Community Foundation 

Doris Garbose created this scholarship in 1999 to honor 

her husband’s career as a judge and his appreciation for 

professionals serving the justice system (court officers, 

forensic specialists, social workers, etc.). The scholarship 

is awarded for the study of criminal justice or a related 

field, with preference to students from Athol, Petersham, 

Philipston, Royalston and Templeton and to those who 

plan to work in Worcester County. 

The Honorable William Garbose (1915-1994) was born 

and raised in Athol, MA. He graduated from Athol High School and earned undergraduate and 

law degrees from Boston University. After serving in World War II as a Captain in the U.S. Army 

Air Corps, he married Doris Lesser in 1945. He opened his own law firm in Athol and was active 

in the community (particularly in the Elks and Kiwanis) while he and his wife raised four 

children. Judge Garbose was an Assistant District Attorney in Worcester County from 1954 to 

1958; Special Justice of Orange District Court from 1962 to 1968; and Presiding Justice of 

Winchendon District Court from 1968 to 1985.   

Doris Garbose was born in 1924 in Bridgeport, CT. She earned a B.A. in English from the 

University of Michigan and married William a few months after graduation. She was active in 

state politics, serving on Republican committees and attending two national conventions. In 

1964, she opened Franklin Nursing Home in Greenfield, MA and ran it for 31 years (with 

involvement from her husband and daughter). Her leadership continued on the state Board of 

Registration of Nursing Home Administrators. Over the years, she and William established 

multiple scholarship funds, including the David Garbose Memorial Award at Mt. Herman School 

and the Garbose Scholarship at Boston University School of Law. 

Judge Garbose passed away in 1994 at the age of 79. Twenty-three years later, Doris died at the 

age of 93. This scholarship continues their legacy of leadership and civic participation, paying 

special tribute to the Judge’s great love for the legal system. 


