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Robert P. Goulet Memorial Scholarship 

Greater Worcester Community Foundation 

When Robert Goulet passed away in 1986, his friends and 

family created a fund in his name at the Boylston Historical 

Society (an organization he had led, as President, since 

1984). The Historical Society awarded an annual Robert P. 

Goulet Memorial Scholarship for 12 years, then transferred 

the fund to the Foundation. This scholarship is given to a 

graduating senior from Tahanto Regional High School who 

has an outstanding record of service to his/her school or 

community. 

Robert Goulet (1946-1986) was born in Worcester and 

raised in Boylston from the age of two. He served in the U.S. Navy and came home to become 

deeply involved in local affairs as a volunteer firefighter, Emergency Medical Technician, Little 

League coach and American Legion commander. Fire Chief Donald Parker described Robert as “a 

super guy, a great humanitarian, and a true volunteer. He was always available to help anyone at 

any time.” 

As President of the Boylston Historical Society, Robert doubled its membership through his 

enthusiasm for history and his wide network of friends and acquaintances. William Dupuis, a 

member, said, “Bob was a very sincere person who worked hard for our town. With his guidance 

and drive, we were able to open the Historical Center in the Old Town Hall. He gave us the push to 

finish it.” 

Robert also worked in Boylston for 18 years as the shipping and receiving foreman at Refco. A 

company Vice President called him “the epitome of a perfect employee. He was a man who 

devoted his life to doing things for other people.” 

Robert’s many interests included hunting, riding motorcycles with the Red Knights Motorcycle 

Club, and restoring engines with the Straw Hollow Engine Club. It was on a Sunday ride with the 

Red Knights in Brattleboro, VT that he lost his life in a motorcycle accident. Although the bikers 

were riding slowly, Robert lost control of his bike on a dangerous curve. 

Robert’s generous and magnanimous spirit lives on in this scholarship, which celebrates the 

contributions of new generations to the town and its high school. 

This building – pictured here in 1900, when 

it was Boylston’s Town Hall – now houses 

the Boylston Historical Society, led by Robert 

Goulet in the mid-1980’s. 


