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Charles Hugo Community Service Award 

Greater Worcester Community Foundation 

This scholarship was created in 2005 by Charles F. Hugo’s 

family and friends to honor his extraordinary civic 

participation and his service to the Wachusett region. It is 

awarded to graduating seniors from Holden, Paxton, 

Princeton, Rutland and Sterling who have shown a consistent 

volunteer effort to the Wachusett community and beyond. 

Charlie was born in Worcester, MA. He attended South High 

Community School and went on to Harvard University. Mr. 

Hugo was Vice President of the Washburn Company for 17 

years, then President of the Employer’s Association of Western Massachusetts for over 20 

years. He retired in 1993. 

Charlie was a passionate supporter of public safety and volunteered countless hours and 

resources to the Holden Police Department. He was instrumental in the establishment of the 

Wachusett Fund, which supports emergency services in the five Wachusett-area towns, and the 

Holden Center Neighborhood Association. He also helped preserve Rice School, served on 

Holden’s Water and Sewer Advisory Board, and was a Trustee of the Gale Public Library and the 

Friends of the Red Barn. Charlie supported Camp Morgan (run by the Worcester YMCA), the 

National Audubon Society and the American Legion. He and his wife, Louise, received Holden’s 

Good Neighbor Award in 2002.   

When Charlie died in 2005 at age 77, Holden lost an ardent and effective champion. His 

daughter, Lisa Hugo, led the effort to honor him by creating this scholarship. Fondly 

remembering his kind and generous nature, Lisa wrote, “Not until recently have I realized the 

extent of his generosity or the number of people he touched in some way. While some of his 

efforts were quite visible, many others were carried out quietly behind the scenes.” 

Charlie’s spirit lives on in this award, which recognizes students for their own significant 

contributions to strengthening the fabric of our local communities. 


