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Mark Lightbown’s family and friends created this scholarship in 

1980 to offer tuition assistance to students graduating from 

Northbridge High School. It is awarded to students who have played 

sports and plan to major in physical education or a related field. If 

no applicants plan to pursue athletic study, the award is given to the 

student with the most involvement in sports. 

 

Mark Lightbown (1955-1979) grew up in Whitinsville, MA. As a child, he was shy and spoke with 

a stutter. He was a devoted acoloyte at Trinity Episcopal Church in Whitinsville and participated 

on the basketball and swim teams at the Whitin Community Center. Mark went to Northbridge 

High School and continued to develop his athletic skills, blossoming into a motivated and 

confident athlete. His sister, Susan, recounts that sports were how Mark found himself and 

gained the desire to pursue a career in coaching. 

 

Mark graduated from Northbridge High School in 1972. He attended Dean Junior College (in 

Franklin, MA), where he played varsity basketball, and then went on to Ithaca College. He 

earned his Bachelor’s degree in 1978 and planned to become a physical education teacher and 

coach. Shortly thereafter, Mark was killed in a tragic car accident at the age of 24. 

 

To honor his life and athletic talent, Mark’s friends collected $500 to start this scholarship. With 

the involvement of Charles Thompson, then executive director of the Whitin Community 

Center, the scholarship was established at Greater Worcester Community Foundation. Mark’s 

parents, Frank and Marion, substantially enlarged the fund, and his sisters continue to make 

annual contributions that enable this scholarship to be renewable for all four years of college.   

 

Mark aimed to spread the joy he felt while playing sports. This award honors and helps to fulfill 

his dream of mentoring young people in their athletic development. “By giving to others who 

share his goal,” says Susan, “Mark is still with us.” 

 


