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In 2001, Jay Lyons’ friends from the Doherty High School Class 

of 1983 created this scholarship to honor Jay’s memory and 

celebrate his life. Jay was one of six firefighters who perished 

in the Cold Storage and Warehouse Company fire in 

Worcester on December 3, 1999. Funds are raised for this 

scholarship through an annual 5K road race that takes place 

in Worcester. The scholarship is awarded to Doherty High 

School seniors, with preference to those who have 

volunteered in the local community; will attend a local 

college or university; or will pursue a career in firefighting, 

law enforcement or criminal justice. 

Jay was born in Worcester in 1965. He joined the Worcester Fire Department in 1987 

immediately after graduating from Clark. Four years later, he broadened his public service 

career by joining the Massachusetts State Police. In 1996, he returned to the job he always 

loved as a firefighter. He was assigned to Engine 3, in the Grove Street Station, with the 

Worcester Fire Department. 

Jay is remembered by his family and friends as a loving son and a friend to many. He dedicated 

himself to helping people, protecting the citizens of Worcester, and pursuing his dreams. His 

interests included motorcycles, travel, bagpipes, long-distance running (including charity road 

races), and bringing joy to a much-loved younger cousin with an illness. 

On December 9, 1999, an estimated 30,000 firefighters, from around the country and as far 

away Australia and Ireland, attended the Memorial Service for the six men who died in the 

December 3 warehouse fire. The service was held in the Worcester Centrum and attended by 

President Clinton, Vice President Gore, and Massachusetts Senators Edward Kennedy and John 

Kerry. Jay Lyons’ spirit of service lives on in this scholarship, a permanent legacy to his ideals. 

 

 


