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When Ben Masterman passed away in 2013, his family created 

this scholarship to celebrate his lifetime of generosity to others. 

It is awarded to high school seniors who have participated in 

programs at the Boys and Girls Club of Worcester. 

Ben was born and raised in Worcester. While at Classical High 

School, he belonged to the Boys & Girls Club and was a nationally 

ranked table tennis player. He won the club’s Citizen Award (now 

called “Youth of the Year”) in 1953 and 1954 for his outstanding 

leadership, character and service. 

Ben graduated from high school in 1954 and attended the New England School of Accounting in 

Worcester. In 1961, with a $500 loan from his cousin, Ben started Masterman’s, a wholesale 

supplier of safety products. He married his wife, Linda, in 1965 and they raised two children 

while running the business from their home in Leicester. From its humble beginning selling 

products door to door, the company grew to almost 100 employees selling 25,000 products 

from a warehouse in Auburn. 

Ben served on the Board of the Boys and Girls Club of Worcester, the Leicester Savings Bank 

and Millbury District Nurses. But as Diane Williamson wrote in a Telegram column just after his 

death, “his true hobby was people. He spent his time on this earth caring about others and 

quietly improving their lives.” He loved to walk around the warehouse and talk with every 

member of his staff. He supplied food, free massages, company picnics, summer trips, and 

other perks. If he learned of an employee’s need – for car repairs, the down payment on a 

house, school books or even dental work – he would give or loan them the money they needed. 

When someone finished repaying a loan, he often gave the money back to them again, this 

time as a gift. 

More than 450 people attended the company’s 50th anniversary party. Employee Diana Nelson 

said, “He’s one of the most wonderful people I’ve ever known in my life.” Another remarked, 

”There’s a happiness here at Masterman’s that you can’t measure. Ben is always looking out for 

our best interests.” 

Ben’s exceptional generosity touched hundreds of lives. He valued relationships above all else 

and treated every person he met with love and respect. His spirit lives on in this scholarship, 

supporting the educational endeavors of Boys & Girls Club students. 


