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Sally and Bill Pettit created this scholarship in 1996 to 

help Worcester public high school students pay for 

college. 
 

Sally Daniels was born and raised in Worcester. After 

graduating from Garland Junior College in Boston, she 

worked for Mechanics National Bank and then joined 

the U.S. Navy to serve in World War II. Bill Pettit was born in New Brunswick, NJ. His studies at Brown 

University were interrupted when, he, too, served in the U.S. Navy from 1942 to 1946. After the war, 

he resumed his education and graduated from Brown. 
 

In their teens, Sally and Bill met in Harwich Port, MA, where their families spent the summer. They 

married in December 1946 and settled in Worcester. Bill went to work for the Gaychrome Company, 

a manufacturer of hotel and restaurant equipment. They had two children, Sarah and William, and 

bought their own small house in Harwich Port for summer vacations. Sally, an award-winning flower 

arranger, was a trustee of the Worcester County Horticultural Society, the President of the 

Worcester Garden Club, and Vice President of the National Garden Clubs of America. Bill had a 

passion for sailing and building ship models. He was a trustee of the Fred Harris Daniels Foundation, 

which provides support to many local causes, and served on the Board of Directors of All Saints 

Episcopal Church, the Worcester Art Museum and the American Antiquarian Society. 
 

Sally and Bill believed that education is the key to having professional options and a meaningful 

career. In 2012, they expanded this scholarship fund by giving their Cape Cod house to the 

foundation. Bill passed away in 2013 at the age of 91, and Sally followed in 2015 at 92. This 

scholarship perpetuates their legacy of serving Worcester and supporting its youth in pursuing bright 

futures. 


