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In 2001, after awarding this scholarship for 82 years, the Swedish 

National Federation (SNF) transferred its funding and selection 

process to the Foundation. The scholarship is awarded to graduating 

high school seniors of Swedish, Danish, Finnish and Norwegian 

descent. 

 

The SNF began in 1903 as an umbrella organization for the many 

Swedish civic groups that then existed in Worcester. Each group was 

represented in the Federation by an elected delegate. The SNF 

hosted guests and performers from Sweden, held an annual banquet, 

awarded scholarships, and led an annual Midsummer Festival of 

Swedish culture that drew more than 15,000 people at its height in 1917.  

 
In 1921, the SNF was instrumental in the founding of Fairlawn Hospital. Members of Worcester’s 

Swedish community purchased the Fairlawn estate on May Street and turned it into a small 

hospital designed to meet the medical needs of local residents. This gift to Worcester was an 

expression of gratitude for the welcome they had received here as immigrants. In 1991, after 70 

years of dedicated service, the hospital was sold to UMass Memorial Health Care and Health South, 

who transformed it into Fairlawn Rehabilitation Hospital. 

 

Participation in civic organizations dwindled in the late 20th century. Although the SNF still 

organizes an annual Midsummer Festival and promotes Swedish news and events on its Facebook 

page, there are only a handful of current members. By giving its scholarship a new home at the 

Foundation, the SNF ensured that it would continue to help young people of Scandinavian descent 

achieve their educational goals. 

 

2001: Robert Belden (L) and 
Eric Salomonsson, of the 
Swedish National Federation, 
present a check to Foundation 
officer Audrey Klein-Leach. 
 


