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In 1997, Cynthia and Harrison (“Harry”) Taylor established a 

bequest to endow this scholarship after their deaths. The 

scholarship is awarded to hard-working students who need 

financial assistance to pay for college. Preference is given to 

adult students pursuing their first bachelor’s degree and to 

transfer students who have completed an Associate’s degree 

and are continuing their education at a four-year institution. 

 

Cynthia and Harrison were born and raised in Worcester, where they lived throughout their 59-year 

marriage. Each graduated from college and then took night courses, while working full-time, to 

obtain advanced degrees. Harrison graduated from Amherst College in 1942 with a B.A. in 

Economics, then earned an M.B.A. from Boston University in 1951. Cynthia graduated from 

Connecticut College in 1949 with an English degree, then obtained a Master’s in Religious Studies 

from Assumption College in 1972. 

 

Harrison served in the U.S. Army for four years during World War II, stationed in North Africa, Italy, 

France and Germany as a Radio Intercept Technician. When he came home to Worcester, he began 

his 40-year career at State Mutual Life Assurance Company. His title at retirement was Vice 

President of Investment Planning. Before raising their two children, Cynthia was an Assistant Editor 

at Houghton Mifflin publishing company. After receiving her Master’s degree, Cynthia taught 

Religious Studies and directed the Career Counseling office at Anna Maria College. Later, she worked 

at Greater Worcester Community Foundation as the Scholarship Coordinator. 

 

While devoted to work and family, Cynthia and Harrison participated in many recreational activities 

and community organizations. Cynthia loved to sing in the First Baptist Church choir. She was an 

active supporter of the Worcester Public Schools, the Worcester Public Library and the Mustard 

Seed soup kitchen. Harrison was an avid golfer and skier and loved to read and sing. He founded and 

led the Worcester Young Businessman’s Association and was a board member for numerous 

organizations, including Music Worcester, the Worcester Girls Club, and the First Baptist Church. 

 

Harrison passed away in 2010 at the age of 89. Six years later, Cynthia died at age 89. The Taylors 

led active, meaningful lives of civic involvement and leadership. This scholarship is a further example 

of their dedication to the city of Worcester and its residents, helping new generations of students 

pursue their dreams of higher education and professional fulfillment. 


