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In 1945, Stanley Posner created this scholarship to honor to Reginald 

Washburn, a Worcester businessman, philanthropist and long-time President 

of the Worcester Boys Club. Stanley had grown up in Worcester and 

participated in programs at the Boys Club, where he received guidance and 

encouragement from Mr. Washburn. Stanley was awarded scholarships to 

attend Amherst College and graduate school. During his career as a lawyer in 

Washington D.C., he became a philanthropist himself to pass on the gift of 

education assistance to new generations of students. He established this fund 

(originally a trust at a Worcester law firm, then transferred to the Foundation 

in 1990) to “enable young men and women of exceptional character and 

ability to increase their capacity for usefulness.” It is awarded to high school seniors who have 

participated in the Boys & Girls Club of Worcester or Girls, Inc. 

 

Reginald Washburn (1871-1955) was born and raised in Worcester. After graduating from 

Harvard in 1894, he started a business manufacturing bicycle parts. Three years later, he joined 

The Wire Goods Company (founded in 1880 by his brother, Charles) and became President of 

the company in 1906.  

 

The Wire Goods Company sold 4,400 different objects made from wire and metal. Several 

products that it manufactured, such as a potato masher and a slotted spoon, are part of a 

collection in the Smithsonian Design Museum. Roughly 350 men and women, including 

immigrants from many countries, worked for the company, which was located on Union Street. 

The Wire Goods Company became the Washburn Company in 1922, with Reginald serving as its 

President from 1928 until his retirement in 1941. 

 

Outside of work, Reginald was a civic leader who married in 1903 and had three daughters. He 

was President of the Worcester Boys Club from 1912 to 1945, and during his service, the club 

grew from 150 to 7,000 members. He was an active member of the American Antiquarian 

Society, All Saints Church, and the Worcester Fire Society. He chaired the Aaron and Lucretia 

Bancroft Scholarship Fund (founded in 1885 and still awarded to Worcester students today) and 

was a trustee of the Groton School and the Worcester County Trust Company. 

 

This scholarship honors Reginald Washburn’s lifetime of service to the City of Worcester and, in 

particular, his leadership of the Boys Club and commitment to helping young people succeed. 


