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Richard and Shirley Wright created this 

scholarship in 2016 to help students from their 

congregation pursue higher education. It is 

awarded to members of Emmanuel Baptist 

Church in Worcester who will attend a four-year 

college or university. 

Reverend Richard Wright, with his wife Shirley and 36 parishioners, founded Emmanuel 

Baptist Church in 1976. Rev. Wright led the church for 37 years until his retirement in 

2013 at the age of 80. 

When Richard and Shirley met, they both attended Myrtle Baptist Church in Newton, MA.  

Shirley, who was born and raised in Newton, was teaching physical education to grades K-8 

in Brookline. Richard, who grew up in Alabama, was working as a computer technician. He 

had previously served in the United States Army, worked as a mechanic in Colorado, and 

joined a computer company in New York City. While in New York, he also received a license 

to preach the gospel. Richard moved to Massachusetts to continue working for his 

computer company in their Watertown headquarters. 

Richard and Shirley married in 1972. Around this time, Richard heard a call to ministry 

and become ordained in 1973. Richard and Shirley moved to Worcester, where they 

settled and raised two children together. After three years as the Minister of the John 

Street Baptist Church, Richard founded Emmanuel Baptist Church. 

Both Richard and Shirley received college degrees: he from Alabama A&M University 

and she from Boston University. Shirley also obtained a Master’s in Community 

Education from Worcester State College. With their scholarship fund, they aim to 

encourage and empower young people to receive the benefits of higher education and 

establish successful careers. They see their investment in these students as a way of 

living the Gospel, citing this Bible passage: “As you wish men do unto you, do ye to one 

another.” These scholarships perpetuate their legacy of serving Emmanuel Baptist 

Church and supporting its youth in pursuing bright futures. 


